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ACTION FOR AGING. 


FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 


Aging is an experiment designed to meet 
a need that hasbecome steadily more apparent 
in recent years. 


The Conference on Aging which was held 
in Washington last summer was arranged in 
response to the widespread desire of those 
active in the field of aging to exchange experi- 
ence and ideas. It was in every sense a na- 
tional forum and offered opportunity for ex- 
change of ideas and information. 


One of the most frequent proposals made 
at the Conference was for the creation of a 
clearing house of information about work in 
this new and pressing field. Ever since the 
Conference, demands for this service have 
mounted in volume and insistence. 


Aging is the Federal Security Agency's 
attempt to meet these requests for help in the 
most effective and economical manner. No 
schedule of issue has been arranged. If the 
experiment gives promise of meeting the need, 
further issues will be made available as ma- 
terial seems to warrant. Distribution is with- 
out charge. Within the limits of supply tenta- 
tively determined, copies will be sent to those 
seriously interested in the problems of aging. 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


Comments, criticisms and suggestions 
abcut this issue will be welcomed. Views ex- 
pressed by contributors are not necessarily 
those of the Federal Security Agency. 


Committee on Aging and Geriatrics 


Afew months agoI set up anAgency Com- 
mittee on Aging and Geriatrics. The broad 
function of the Committee is to keep itself in- 
formed asto emerging problemsand knowledge 
in the aging field, to explore the implications 
for Federal departments and stimulate interest 
within them, and to aid the country in other 
appropriate ways in making sound and fruitful 
adaptations to our aging population. 


In addition to representatives from the 
various constituents of the Federal Security 
Agency, the Committee also draws members 
from the Departments of Agriculture, Com- 
merce, and Labor and the Housing and Home 
Finance Agency. 


Aging from time to time will report on 
the progress of this Committee. 


Oren TP Germy 


Federal Security Administrator 





Aging isamedium for sharing informa- 
tion about programs and activities among 
agencies and organizations in the field, their 
Staffs and board members, and other inter- 
ested individuals. It will be issued without 
regular schedule as significant material is 
available and distributed without charge. 





Communications and items thought tobe 
suitable for publication should be sent to 


Clark Tibbitts, Chairman, 
Committee on Aging and Geriatrics, 
Federal Security Agency, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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A TALE OF THREE COUNTIES 


Philadelphia’s Long-Range Program With Its Older Citizens 


By Esther C. Forstrand 


Consultant, Division for the Aged, Health and 
Welfare Council of Delaware, Montgomery, and 
Philadelphia Counties, Pennsylvania 


The Division for the Aged of the Health 
and Welfare Council of Delaware, Montgomery, 
and Philadelphia Counties is gearing a com- 
munity and its resources to the needs of its 
older citizens. It is anundertaking which calls 
for creative planning and the cooperative ef- 
forts of many groups. 


The Division for the Aged effectively 
draws together those who are willing to work 
for the best_interests of the aging members of 
our community. Its membership is comprised 
of representatives of voluntary and govern- 
mental agencies (public assistance, social in- 
surance, family service, public health and nurs- 
ing, recreation, sheltered care, and housing), 
industry, finance, religious bodies, social work 
education, adult education, medicine, life in- 
surance, the press, and the general public in 
the three counties. 


The Committees 


The Division Advisory Committee, with a 
membership of 22 elected members under the 
leadership of Mr. Charles Warner, Jr., anda 
full-time consultant, is responsible for gen- 
eral direction, including formulation of pro- 
grams, review of projects and problems, 
appointment of committees with specific assign- 
ments, and formulation of recommendations. 


Committees consist of approximately 
three-fourths lay and one-fourth professional 
people and are not limited to Advisory Com- 
mittee or Division members. By appointing 
on each committee additional interested and 
experienced community people many partici- 
pants are drawn into the work, thus building up 
a large number of interpreters and workers in 
behalf of older people. 


The program is aided by the interest and 
cooperation of other committees and staffmem- 
bers located in Delaware, Montgomery, and 
Philadelphia counties responsible for health 
and welfare planning on the local level. They 
in turn look to the Division Advisory Commit- 
tee and its consultant for guidance on this par- 
ticular subject. 


A Five-Year Program 


In 1948 the Division for the Aged adopted 
a Five-Year Program. In its preparation, the 
special project committee took into considera- 
tion 1) the older people, who they are, where 
they live, their income, individual needs, and 
personal desires, and 2) the existing health, 
welfare, and recreational resources and pro- 
grams to meet these needs. 


The aims and goals of the Five-Year Pro- 
gram provide for the extension and improve- 


ment of opportunities for: 


Education for a long, happy, and useful life 





Alerting people to what older people can do 
and be 





Employment based on ability and capacity 





Adequate income 





Health and rehabilitation services 





Suitable living arrangements 





Personal services, counseling, and home aids 





Satisfying and purposeful use of leisure time 





Many practical and desirable projects are out- 
lined in this program to make it possible for our 
older residents to remain active participants 
in community life. It calls for a strengthening 
and extension of health and welfare resources 
and their increasing availability to older 
residents. 


Annually, the Divisionmeasures its 
achievements against its 5-year goals and plans 
ahead. Many of the projects have been accom- 
plished, others are under way, while many are 
still to be tackled. 


Some Current Projects 


The Division is aware that the solution of 
many of the problems with which it is concerned 
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call for State-wide study andaction. Currently, 
it is working for four objectives requiring ac- 
tion by State legislators. State-wide interest 
has been stimulated through conferences, let- 
ters, interpretive material, the press, etc. 
These objectives call for consideration of the 
following: 


1) An intensive study of problems of the 
aging and the aged by a legislative commission 
in order to develop forward looking plans with 
creation of employment opportunities as the 
first objective; 2) Licensure and supervision 
of commercial boarding homes; 3) eligibility 
of old-age assistance clients to live in county 
institution infirmaries; 4) inclusion of the care 
of the senile aged in the proposed Mental 
Health Act. 


Living Arrangements. 


The need for suitable living arrangements 
for many hundreds of elderly people in the 
Philadelphia area is receiving attention. Ef- 
forts are under way to improve and expand 
living accommodations and to strengthen per- 
sonal services, counseling, and home aids for 
older people in their own homes. 


For Better Boarding Homes 


Improvement of commercial boarding 
homes is being tackled. First, a study was 
made of the homes in the three counties. Sec- 
ond, minimum standards were presented to the 
Secretary of the State Department of Public 
Welfare. Recommendations were prepared for 
legislation for licensure and supervision by the 
Department of Welfare as requested by the 
Secretary of the Department. A census of the 
homes in which public assistance clients live 
has just been completed by the State Depart- 
ment of Public Assistance in accordance with 
our request. 


Guideposts for Nonl|profit Homes 


Various standards for nonprofit homes 
for the aged, formulated during the past 
several years by special committees, are used 
as guideposts by the Boards of Directors of 
the 31 member homes. Today, all but five of 
these institutions accept some or all the people 
on the boarding plan of payment rather than on 
the contract plan with an admission fee and 
the turning over of all property. Most of them 
provide satisfying opportunities for the com- 
fort and well-being of their individual residents 
with provision for their continued usefulness, 
and if possible, participation in community life. 
At present much interest is being expressed in 
the findings of astudy committee on Programs 
for Older People on waiting lists of homes. 
This committee during the past year studied 
the needs of these individuals and suggested a 
variety of ways, including a home extension 
program, to meet the individual needs of many 
hundreds of people on their waiting lists. 


Recreational Programs 


The Division is proud of the recent de- 
velopment of leisure-time opportunities for 
older adults. In 1946 the Philadelphia Recrea- 
tion Association established its Recreational 
Program for Older People, in accordance with 
a plan developed by the Division for the Aged. 
Now there are 62 groups and classes in the 
three counties under the auspices of recrea- 
tional agencies, churches, civic groups, homes 
for the aged, and others. Friends House for 
Older Neighbors, established in 1949, pro- 
vides daily a leisure-time program with group 
work and individual counseling. Germantown 
Community Council established early this year 
a leisure-hour group which on 3 days each 
week provides its older citizens an opportunity 
for a fuller life. 





Workshopat Chautauqua. AnAdult Education Workshop on Gerontology 





has been announced by New York University Summer School at Chautauqua, 


/ New York. The workshop will be open to graduate students for whom it of- 
fers three points of credit and to persons who are not degree candidates. 
The workshop will run for 2 weeks beginning July 16. Plans for the work- 
shop on gerontology were developed following a resolution passed by the 
Committee on Education for Aging of the Adult Education Association in 
recognition of the growing importance of individualand community adapta- 


tion to aging in the American population. 


Requests for information should 


be addressed to Professor John Carr Duff, Chairman, Department of Adult 
Education, School of Education, New York University, New York 3, New York. 
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THE WAY THE WIND BLOWS 


Activities Across the Country 


Ever since last summer's National Con- 
ference on Aging, there have been mounting 
evidences of widespread awareness of apress- 
ing task ahead--the reintegration of our older 
people into the social and economic pattern 
they helped to construct. 


“Full opportunity for our older people” 
has become an accurate way of putting into 
words a driving sentiment already clearly to 
be discerned in movements, scattered as yet, 
for fair play and an equa! chance for senior 
citizens. 


Information about these activities is far 
from comprehensive. But it is enough to show 
the way the wind is blowing. Limitations of 
space in this first release of Aging (itself a 
reflection of the rising interest) precludes 
more than brief mention of individual evidences 
of what is going on. Here are some of them: 


In Conferences 


Numerous State and local groups have 
provided opportunities for continuing exchange 
of ideas. 


General conferences or meetings called 
by special interest groups, as in employment, 
health, education, and welfare, have been or 
are to be held in California, Florida, Georgia, 
Illinois, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, New 
York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Utah,and 
Wisconsin; and in Cleveland, Ohio; Montgomery 
County, Maryland; Kansas City, Missouri; 
Newark, New Jersey; New York City; and 
Portland, Oregon. 


In Education 


The University of California and the 
University of Georgia have had meetings or 
a series of meetings to stimulate interest in 
local educational programs for aging. 


The University of Michigan has had a 7- 
week television course for older people on 
“Putting Hobbies to Work.” 


New York University is offering a 2-week 
course and workshop at Chautauqua during the 
summer. 


The Illinois Department of Public Health 
has held anInstitute onNursing Home Manage- 
ment at the University of Illinois and has 
scheduled an Institute on Geriatric Nursing to 
be held at Loyola University. 


The University of Chicago and the Uni- 
versity of Michigan have announced new courses 
with older people to help them work out ad- 
justments to aging through group discussion 
and use of specialized resource people. 


Correspondence courses are under de- 
velopment in at least two universities. 


In Research 


The University of Chicago, with a Rocke- 
feller grant, and the Social Security Adminis- 
tration, are working on surveys of retirement 
and related programs in industry. 


The Advisory Councils of the National 
Institutes of Health have established a joint 
committee on gerontology. 


The University of Florida has held the 
first of an announced series of research 
conferences. 


Northwestern University has set upa 3- 
day research symposium on aging, a feature of 
its Centennial Celebration. 


The Twentieth Century Fund and the Na- 
tional Planning Association have put staffs to 

.. work on studies of private pension systems. 
Researches onadjustmentand community 
problems have been extended or expanded by 
investigators atOhio State University, the Uni- 
versity of Connecticut, the University of 
Chicago, the Kansas City, Missouri, Community 
Studies, Inc:, the Moosehaven Research Lab- 
oratory, the University of California Industrial 
Relations Institute, Cornell University, the 
Gerontological Unit of the National Heart In- 
stitute, Columbia University, and the Univer sity 

of Michigan. 
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The Office of the Federal Security Ad- 
ministrator reports evidence that a growing 
number of graduate students, particularly in 
the social sciences, are selecting thesis topics 
inthe aging field and requesting suggestions or 
basic data. 


In Programs 


National voluntary organizations are giv- 
ing specific consideration to aging in their 
programs. These include the American Public 
Health Association, the American Medical 
Association, the Y.M.C.A., the General Fed- 
eration of Women's Clubs, the National Council 
of Negro Women, the Board of Hospitals and 
Homes of the Methodist Church, andthe Ameri- 
can Association of Nursing Homes. 


Philadelphia participants in the National 
Conference on Aging have met with the local 
planning group op aging and mappeda 5-year 
program for community agencies. 


One large organization in New York has 
completed a housing project for older people, 
and another is drawing plans. 


In Kansas City, representatives of several 
interests came together for anall-day meeting 
and 2 weeks later reported that the general 
hospital had assumed responsibility for out- 
patient services to public assistance residents 
of nursing homes. 


Daytona Beach, Florida,is bringing older 
people into orchestra and art programs. 


Miami, Florida, has two organizations 
for employment of the aging. 


Forty-Plus Clubs in 12 communities re- 
port increasing success in placing older work- 
ers in jobs. 


Madison, Wisconsin, and Bay Shore, New 
York, have each a Golden Age Club under way 
and are looking for facilities for others. 


The Graduate School of the United States 
Department of Agriculture has offered a series 
of four lectures to retired and preretired per- 
sons in the Washington community. 


Saint Petersburg, Florida,is studying the 
possibilities for light, noncompetitive industry 
for older people. 


The Committee on Housing of the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association has collected 
data in Europe and the United States which has 
led to standards of housing for older people. 


The National Social Welfare Assembly 
has gone forward with its program for a na- 
tional committee on aging. This committee 
has undertaken to develop standards for in- 
stitutional housing. It is also planning a con- 
ference on ernployment problems. 





Valparaiso University Participates.--The Social Work Institute of Valparaiso 
(Indiana) University, to be held August 27-30, will include a series of dis- 





cussions on the Problem of Old Age. 


Requests for information should be 


sent to the Head of Department of Sociology and Social Work, Valparaiso 


University, Valparaiso, Indiana. 


“ALL ARE NEEDED” 


Rehabilitation of the older handicapped 
person will be the topic of the University of 
Michigan's Fourth Annual Conference on Aging 
to be held at Ann Arbor July 11-13. Special 
emphasis will be on the theme that “All Are 
Needed.” 


American and foreign authorities will be 
onhand todiscuss questions emerging from the 
working conference. Attention will be directed 
particularly to medical, social, economic, and 
vocational aspects of retaining the over-40 
worker in the labor force and the role of these 
workers with respect to mobilization. 


Plans for the conference include ex- 
hibits onthe preventive and restorative phases 
of rehabilitation. 


= 


The conference is under the cosponsor- 
ship of the Institute for Human Adjustment, 


‘School of Medicine, School of Public Health 
‘and Extension Service of the University of 


Michigan; the Michigan Department of Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation; and the Office of Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation of the Federal Security 
Agency. 


Room reservations may be made by writ- 
ing directly to the Michigan Union, Ann Arbor. 
Requests for further information regarding 
the conference should be addressed to Dr. 
Wilma Donahue, Institute for Human Adjust- 
ment, University of Michigan, Room 1510, 
Rackham Building, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
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Direction Finding for Aging 
on the International Front 


By E. V. Cowdry, M. D. 
President, Second International Gerontological Congress 


More than 150 foreign experts ian the 
various aspects of aging will participate with 
those representing the United States in the 
Second International Gerontological Congress 
which is to convene in the Hotel Jefferson, 
Saint Louis, for a 5-day session beginning 
September 9. 


The Congress will be, ineffect, a continu- 
ation of two notable conferences of last year-- 
the First International Gerontological Congress 
at Liege, Belgium, in June, and the National 
Conference on Aging in Washington, in August. 
Fourteen nations were represented inthe Liege 
meeting, which was held entirely on the initi- 
ative and at the expense of Europeans. The 
Washington Conference was called by the Fed- 
eral Security Administrator at the request of 
the President. More than 800 specially qual- 
ified men and women representing 39 States 
and a wide range of interests and occupations 
participated. As they concluded their work, 
Federal Security Administrator Oscar R. 
Ewing said that the next steps would be taken 
at the 1951 International Gerontological 
Congress. 


Both the Liege and Washington Confer- 
ences are now regarded as having given clear 
evidences of an increasingly active awareness 
at home and abroad that problems of aging are 
of great importance medically, sociologically, 
and economically. Spreading community ac- 
tivities in the United States especially have 
been given confirmation. 


International Sponsorship 


The International Gerontological Congress 
has three sponsors. One is the International 
Association of Gerontological Societies, whose 
president is Professor L. Brull of the Clinique 
Medicale B, Hospital Balivere, Liege. Mem- 
bers of the Board of Governors of this inter- 
national association are R. E. Tunbridge and 
M. Warren, England; J. A. Huet and F . Bouliere, 
France; A. L. Vischer, Switzerland; J. Reiss, 
Portugal; W. B. Kountz and E. V. Cowdry, 
United States. The second sponsor is the 
Gerontological Society, Inc., whose president 
is Dr.R.A. Moore ofthe Washington Univer sity 
School of Medicine, Saint Louis, Missouri. The 
third is the American Geriatrics Society, of 


which Dr. Harold W. Lovell of New York is 
president. Cooperating organizations are the 
American Association for Adult Education, 
the American College of Physicians, the 
American College of Surgeons, the American 
Psychological Ass ciation, and the National 
Council on Family Relations. 


The Program 


For the purposes of the September Con- 
gress, gerontology is interpreted to mean 
knowledge of aging from every aspect and the 
practical utilization of such knowledge in med- 
ical treatment (geriatrics), social and eco- 
nomic adjustments, and so on. The value to be 
realized through the holding of the Congress is 
seen as definite and of immediate importance. 
Many of those attending will be primarily con- 
cerned with researches to advance our knowl- 
edge of the problems of aging. They are usu- 
ally the first to stress that there is no science 
in which action to promote human welfare lags 
so deplorably behind our knowledge of condi- 
tions as does gerontology. 


The committee responsible for the Con- 
gress program is divided into four sections, 
each directed by a chairman with the help of 
program advisers selected byhim. These are: 


Biology and Medicine - Dr. J. E. Kirk, Saint 
Louis, Missouri. 


Sociology, Psychology, Education, Religion - 
Dr. R. J. Havighurst, Chicago. 


Economics and Welfare - Mr. Wilbur J. Cohen, 
Washington, D. C. 


Medical Services, Hygiene, and Housing - Dr. 
J. W. Mountin, Washington, D. C. 


In each section there will be contributed 
papers, submitted by authors, and invited 


papers, requested by the Program Chairman, 


the latter often grouped in symposia. In ad- 
dition, organized discussion on problem identi- 
fication will, it is hoped, serve to focus inter- 





national attention on the most important and 


feasible lines of investigation and to promote 
action on the basis of already existing 
knowledge. 
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The immediate value seen inthus select- 
ing those best qualified to speak on particular 
aspects of aging from so many angles is that 
it identifies experts capable of giving valuable 
advice. The Congress, in its present stage of 
development, is a k’.1d of world survey of pro- 
fessional personnel. This is regarded as a 
logical preliminary to total world mobilization 
if that proves necessary. 


Participation 


The Saint Louis Congress is tobe an open 
conference. Anyone seriously interested in 
gerontology need wait for no invitation to at- 
tend the meetings. There will bea registra- 
tion fee of $10. 


Each section will offer several sessions 
featuring contributed papers and, also, sym- 
posia made upof invited papers and discussion. 


Another even more important function of 
each section is to organize one or more dis- 
cussions on problem identification, the pur- 
pose of which is toselect problems of primary 
importance which are also feasible from the 
standpoints of available personnel, technique, 
and equipment. 





Exhibits 


Afeature of the Congress will be a series 
of exhibits, now being organized by the Chair- 
man of the Cornmittee on Exhibits, Dr. Albert 
I, Lansing, Washington University School of 
Medicine, Saint Louis 10, Missouri. The ex- 
hibits are designed to include 75 to 100 com- 
mercial exhibits, 50 to 75 scientific exhibits, 
and a number of movies. Special attention will 
be paid to the proper placing of exhibits, and 
time will be allotted for their inspection. 


Reservations 


It has been urged that those desiring to 
participate inthe Congress should act promptly 
because gerontology, as broadly conceived in 
arrangements for the conference, isa large sub- 
ject and preference, of necessity, will be given to 
early applications. The Hotel Jefferson has 
reserved 490 rooms, and many others will be 
available at nearby hotels. TheHotel Jefferson 
is located at 12th and Locust Streets. 


Address inquiries as to your reservation 
to Dr. E.V.Cowdry, President, Second Interna- 
tional Gerontological Congress, 660 South 
Kingshighway, Saint Louis, Missouri. 


NEW YORK’S DESMOND PROGRAM 
MOVES FORWARD 


By Albert J. Abrams 
Director, State Joint Legislative Committee 
on Problems of the Aging 


In Schenectady, a 65-year-old personnel 
expert retired byindustry is hired by the local 
office of the State Employment Service to pro- 
vide specialized counselling and placement 
Service to older people seeking jobs. Meshing 
its plans with this move,a newly created com- 
mittee on Employment of Older Workers gears 
itself to persuade management away from age- 
barriers in employment practices. 





In Oneida, an 84-year-old carpenter tells 
of his daily work and proudly announces that 
he is going to keep on; a 60-plusser gives a 
roller skating exhibition that draws enthusiastic 
applause; and an adult education director talks 
onhobbies suitable for later years as 128 older 
People turn out for the first meeting held under 
the auspices of a newly appointed Mayor's 


Committee on Aging and help lay plans for a 
Golden Age Club and other activities. 


In Rochester, through a local Council of 
Social Agencies, nursing home proprietors are 
alerted to the possibilities of recreation, oc- 
cupational therapy, rehabilitation and the de- 
velopment of standards of care. Furthermore, 
the Council arranges an advisory service for 
families of older persons in nursing homes or 
inneed of nursing home facilities, and its com- 
mittee on counselling comes up with a set of 
principles through the application of which 
services may be unobtrusively rendered and 
without in any way offending the recipient's 
sense of independence and self-respect. 





In Syracuse, social agencies meet with 
the State Mental Health Commission to exvlore 











the environmental factors in mental handicaps 
of later years as part of a program of serv~ 
ice to the community's older people. 


The Mayors of Mount Vernon and Glens 





Falls join other mayors in appointing local 
committees to study the needs of the aged in 
their respective communities and to promote 
necessary services and facilities. 


The foregoing may seem to be small 
gains when viewed against a backdrop of 12 
million aged inthe country. Butactivities such 
as these are mounting in number throughout 
the State, and they add up to an unmistakable 
awakening to the challenge of an aging popu~ 
lation. This is one of the principal goals of 
the State Joint Legislative Committee on Prob- 
lems of the Aging, headed by Senator Thomas 
C. Desmond. 


Prior to the opening of the 1951 legisla- 
tive session, the Desmond Committee spon- 
sored a cooperative endeavor unique among 
legislative bodies. It brought to the Capitol a 
score of local citizen-leaders from various 
key communities in the State for an intensive 
work-shop designed toaid indeveloping skilled 
leadership for localactivities on behalf of older 
people. This means of training citizens for 
leadership will continue throughout this year. 


Substantial progress is also being made 
toward a second goal of the Desmond Com- 
mittee--to provide State administrative of- 
ficials with a better understanding of the needs 
of the aged. 


The Bureau of Adult Education of the 
State Education Department, which appointed 
a supervisor to promote adult education for 
the elderly, has agreed toafford State financial 
aid to Golden Age clubs, day-care centers and 
old-age homes which provide approved activ- 
ities. These can range from a course in 
leather-making to a course in adjustment to 
later years. Moreover, the State aid will make 
trained, paid leadership available for old-age 
groups. This Department has issued a series 
of lesson plans which will aid adult educators 
in giving courses on “Retirement - A Second 
Career.” 


The State Housing Commissioner has 
recommended to local housing authorities that 
facilities for the aged be provided in State- 
aided projects. 


In a move designed to step up service to 
the elderly job seeker, the State Labor Com- 
missioner has centralized ina technical 
expert the responsibility for specialized coun- 
selling and placement, has issued a manual on 
placement of agingworkers for the use of local 
employment service workers, and is develop- 
ing a brochure to help older persons who are 
seeking jobs. 


The State Social Welfare Department sur- 
veyed nursing homes in the State and asa re- 
sult of its findings and recommendations. a 
measure requiring the licensing of such homes 
has recently become law. The 1951 legislature 
also approved a measure, now law, to enable 
retired local government employees to work 
for any State or local agency, part-time or 
seasonally, without reduction in pension. This 
is expected to open the way for retired police- 
men to work as school<crossing guards; for- 
mer teachers as summer playground helpers; 
or retired government clerks as ticket takers 
and clerical helpers at summer beaches, pub- 
lic parks, etc. 


The State Health Department’s principal 
contribution tothe drive to aid the aged is rep~- 
resented by the current expansion of services 
of cancer and tumor clinics to include other 
degenerative diseases. 


Small and large colleges and universities 
inthe new State University system are expand- 
ing their work in gerontology. At a small 
State teacher's college in Plattsburgh, for ex- 
ample, a course is being given on later maturity. 
Considerable impetus for pre-retirement 
courses in colleges and local public schools is 
expected as a result of the distribution by the 
State Education Department of a complete set 
of teaching units on this subject. 


A State-wide arts and crafts program 
which is expected to have special significance 
for older persons has been authorized, and is 
expected to start this year. 


These are highlights of measurable ad- 
vances in the Empire State’s attack on the ag~ 
ing problem. Solid groundwork has been laid 
for others, through legislation and cooperative 
effort. There is much, very much more to be 
done. But this we know: A wedge has been 
driven into the wall of indifference which 
hitherto has barred our older citizens from 
security and enjoyments rightfully theirs. 
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